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Mission Statement 
As followers of Jesus 

Christ, our mission is 

to make Christian  

Disciples:  

 by using our spiritual 

 gifts; by practicing 

 the means of grace; 

 and by living our 

 faith. 

    

   UPCOMING 

  EVENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

Worship at HUMC 

Sundays at 10 AM 

Join us for Sunday School  

November 6  Celebration Sunday (page 5) 

November 20  UMW Sunday (page 4) 

  Thanksgiving ECC Service (page 6) 

November 29  Church Conference (page 4)  

 

 

A 
dvent begins on Sunday, November 27, with the Hanging of  

the Greens.  Add a few baptisms, our annual childrenôs  

Christmas Pageant (December 18), and you have the makings 

for a wonderful season filled with anticipation and excitement.  As part of 

our Advent journey this year, Rev. Dave will be presenting a sermon series 

entitled, ñA Voice Cries Out in the Wilderness,ò featuring Charlie Brown 

and the Peanuts gang. 
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 As I sit here to write 
this column the church is 

ablaze with activity. Folks 

are getting ready for the  

Harvest Fair. The Fellowship 

Hall has been transformed 

into a crafterôs paradise. 

The Yates Room has 

become Grandmaôs Attic. 

Tables are filling up with 

homemade pickles and 

jams and preserves. The 

kitchen is being stocked for the lunches that will be served. 

Signs are out. The word is out. And people are busy getting 

ready. It is a wonderful and exciting time. And while I watch 

all the activity taking place, I canôt help but think of a ques-

tion that I have heard people ask from time to time; why do 

we do it? What is it all about? I actually have heard one per-

son (not here at HUMC) suggest that instead of putting on 

ñsome type of fall fairò people should be engaged in ñreal 

ministryò instead. So as I watch a group of very dedicated 

and committed people working so hard to prepare for  

this yearôs fair, I thought I would address some of those 

questions and very misguided critiques. 

Why do we hold a fair every year? What is it all about? 

Well, itôs not about making money, I can tell you that. Yes, 

we do make money. And yes, we count on that money. But 

the Fair is not about the money. If we never held a fair weôd 

find other ways to raise the funds we need. If we never held 

a fair weôd adjust our budget expectations. If we never held 

a fair weôd do something else. Itôs not about the money.  

What the Fair is about is fellowship. What the Fair is about 

is Evangelism. What the Fair is about is mission. What the 

Fair is about is ministryðreal ministry. And lest you think I 

am exaggerating, letôs look at each one of those claims I just 

made. 

First, the Fair is about fellowship. Since February a group 

of very dedicated ladies has met on a weekly basis to work 

on crafts and plan for this yearôs fair. But more importantly, 

while they worked on their crafts they shared each otherôs  

lives. They caught up with one another 

about what was going on. They shared 

together. And they prayed together. For 

months I have sat in my office on Wednes-

day mornings to hear sounds of riotous 

laughter emanating from the Yates Room 

as these ladies simply engaged in the act of 

Christian fellowship with one another. 

But more than fellowship, the fair is 

about Evangelism. This coming weekend 

hundreds of people will pass through the 

doors of our church. They will encounter 

our membersðeach member wearing a 

smileðand they will look around to see all 

of the telltale signs of a group of people 

who genuinely enjoy working, and playing, 

and living and worshipping together. That 

is a rare commodity in our world today. To 

open these doors for something as simple 

as a Harvest Fair is simply one more way 

of sharing the Gospelðthe Good Newsð

of Jesus Christ with a starving world. 

Our Fair is also about mission, for  

much of the income that we make here   

will be used to underwrite our missional 

outreaches. Both the missions supported  

by our own Outreach Committee, and the 

missions that are made possible by our  

denominational Mission Shares receive 

financial support from the Fair proceeds. 

Each craft that is sold, each jam, each jelly, 

each hotdog, each white elephant becomes 

a means for changing someoneôs life. The 

New England Ministry portion of our    

Mission Shares (which is the portion of 

Mission Shares we are currently working 

on) makes camping opportunities available 

for youth throughout New England, so it is 

not a stretch to say that our Fair, and those 

who support it, is changing the lives of  
 

   See Thoughtsï Page 3. 

 

 Some Thoughts from Me ñRev. Dave 
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young people here in Connecticut and throughout the rest of New England.  All of this means, of course, 

that to prepare for, and put on a Harvest Fair is to be engaged in ministry; real, true, ministry. A fair is not 

just a fund raiser. It is a chance for people to find their place, to share with others, to reach out in the 

name of Christ, and to change lives both here and abroad. How many times can someone say that they are 

a part of something so big and so powerful? That is what our Fair is, and it is why I get so excited listen-

ing to all of the sounds of preparation taking place right outside my office door. And that is why, to every-

one who worked at, bought from, or prayed for our Fair, I say thank you. 
 

                                              Dave   

Thoughts ñcontinued from Page 2. 

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL HARVEST FAIR 

Our Harvest Fair was a huge success! Last month I asked for your prayers 

that the Fair might draw us closer together as a community in Christ and that 

we may benefit spiritually and monetarily from our labors. I can truly  

say that God answered our prayers. This year we had an incredible  

number of people contributing time and energy to the Fair,  

building that sense of Christian community. The work was  

anchored in prayer from the early stages of planning  

through the operational hours of the Fair. 
 

  I am pleased to let you know that our combined efforts  

raised somewhere over $4,100. Thank you to all who contributed  

to make our Harvest Fair a success. It could not have been  

accomplished without you. 
 

               Colleen Williams, Harvest Fair Chairperson 

 

 

Tapes for Shut-ins.  Did you know that we tape each service? We do! That 

means if you or a loved one canôt make it to church on a given Sunday, you can 

borrow a cassette tape of the service to enjoy at your leisure. Simply see Rev. 

Dave, and he will be happy to get you the tape. Take your time. Listen to it as 

many times as you like and simply return it when you are finished.  
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United Methodist Women ñ Linda Borio 
    

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2011 

2:00 PM 

HUMC YATES 

PROGRAM:  ñMy Trip to the Holy Landò 
 

Janette Young will present a video presentation of her 2010 trip to 

the Holy Land.  Please remember this is an afternoon meeting, and we hope many will come to hear 

about Janetteôs trip.  Our World Thank Offering will be taken at this meeting.  If you are unable to attend 

the meeting, please give your World Thank Offering to Janette Burkhardt by November 20. 

Chair:  Linda Borio 

Hostesses:  Dot Prest, Vivian Stewart 
 

Please note the UMW Program Book listed the date as incorrectly as November 9. 

Please think of possible programs for 2012 and contact Janette Young or Linda Borio with your  

suggestions as soon as possible. 

CHURCH CONFERENCE 

NOVEMBER 29, 2011, 7 PM 
 

November 29 is the date for our annual Church 

Conference.  This is the annual ñbusiness     

meetingò of the church, when we set the pastorôs 

salary, elect our leadership, review where we 

have been and look forward to where we are  

going.  It is also a time for us to hear from our 

District Superintendent, the Rev. Heidi      

Chamberlain.  Everyone in the church is invited 

and encouraged to attend.  Members of the    

Staff Parish Relations committee will meet     

with Heidi at 6 PM, while the rest of us will 

begin the Church Conference at 7.  Please     

mark your calendars and plan to attend this very 

important meeting. 

 

 

 

 

     

       The United  

                     Methodist Women 

           is a dynamic, 

             mission- 

           oriented, life-

              changing organization 

         that has been 

            reaching out to 

               all people in 

      the name of Jesus 

            Christ for more than a 

              century. Every year we set one  

Sunday aside to highlight and recognize the work  

of this incredible organization. 
 

This year, UMW Sunday will be held on  

November 20, when our church service will be  

conducted entirely by the women of our own  

local chapter.  This is always an inspiring and  

uplifting service, and this year promises to be  

no different.   
 

Mark your calendars today for a powerful service 

that you wonôt want to miss. 

 

Remember...itôs NOVEMBER 20, 2011!! 
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Outreachñ Cathy DiSalvo 

Enfield Loaves and Fishes 

Calling All Bakers!! 
 

The Outreach committee is asking the bakers in our congregation  

to cook up their favorite desserts to share with the guests at  

Enfield Loaves and Fishes on November 13th.  On most days guests 

receive day-old cakes and cookies donated by local grocery stores.  

Our sister church EUMC usually make fresh-baked desserts for our 

joint dinner on the 3rd Sunday of each month, and we 

would like to give them a month off and provide 

dessert for the month of November. We need a 

variety of desserts (cakes, cookies, pies) to give our guests a wonderful choice.  Your 

delicious creations can be brought to church on the morning of November 13th and 

marked Enfield Loaves and Fishes.  Because of nut allergies, we ask that no dessert 

contain nuts in any form. 

 

Kids for Mission will be collecting food for the Enfield 

Food Shelf.  Decorated brown paper shopping bags will be 

available at church in early November.  Please fill them 

with non perishable food items and return your donations 

on Sunday, November 20.   
 

Please help the families of Enfield have a more bountiful Thanksgiving. 
 

 

 

 

Celebration Sunday 
 

Once a year we have the opportunity and the privilege of        

making our financial commitments to God. It is a time of         

profound   meaning, as we commit of the blessings that God     

has given us in order to change lives and spread the gospel of 

Jesus Christ. It  is also a time for celebration, as we rejoice in 

the both the blessings of God and our faithfulness in using those 

blessings. This year, we will make our financial commitments   

on Sunday, November 6, during the worship service.   Then,  

right after church, we will gather in the Fellowship Hall for a   

pot-luck luncheon to celebrate the mission and ministry that    

will take place because of those commitments. Bring a dish    

(hot or cold) to share and plan to stay and enjoy the fellowship 

and celebrate. 

http://thelaurens.files.wordpress.com/2011/03/440428-royalty-free-rf-clip-art-illustration-of-a-cartoon-woman-carrying-heavy-grocery-bags1.jpg?w=141&h=150
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Ecumenical Service of Thanksgiving 

November 20 

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 

383 Hazard Avenue 

Enfield, CT 
 

This year Holy Trinity Church will have the opportunity to host the Enfield Council of 

Christian Churches annual Thanksgiving service. The service will be held on Sunday, 

November 21, at 7 pm, and will feature clergy from several churches throughout Enfield. We hope you will 

come and support this powerful service that invites us all to consider all of the blessings of God for which we 

can truly be thankful. 
 

Note:  Ecumenical choir meets at 6 PM for rehearsal prior to the worship service. 

 

The monies collected for Communion offering in November are going to be 

magically turned into toys for the families associated with the Salem 

 Economic Mission in Salem Township, ME.  Your generous donations will al-

low parents in the community to provide Christmas gifts for their children.  Please 

donate.  Your gift will be thrice blessed - you for your generosity, the parents who 

can do something special for their children, and the children who will feel the magic on 

Christmas morning.   Look for the Stocking chart and watch it fill up. 

 
 

  Christmas is doing a little something extra for someone.  

                          - Charles Schulz 

Communion Offering�³  Holly Fisher 

If you do not currently have HUMC offering  

envelopes and would like them, please contact  

the HUMC church office.  Include your name,  

address and phone number.  2012 envelopes  

will be distributed in December. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
FRIDAY 

NOVEMBER 18, 2011 

7 PM 

FELLOWSHIP HALL 

 

Join guides Holly and John Fisher  

for a journey behind the scenes of  

the Tournament of Roses Parade. 


