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   The angel said to them, òDo  

    not be afraid; for see ñI am 

   bringing you good news of  

   great joy for all the people: 

   for to you is born this day in 

   the city of David a Savior, who 

   is Christ the Lord.   

SUNDAY SCHEDULE    Worship with us Sundays at 10 AM,     

                                Sunday School  during the 10AM service.  All are Welcome!! 

 

 

Steeple     Tidings  

Sharing Godõs love with each other and the world 

2017 DECEMBER 

(Luke 2:10-11) 

December 1ñUMCE at noon 

December 3ñSunday Service &Decorate the  

        Tree 10am 

December 8ñHUMC at noon 

December 10ñSunday Service & School Kits, 

      10am 

December 15ñUMCE at noon 

December 17ñSunday Service Pageant Sunday, 

      10am 

December 22ñHUMC at noon 

December 23ñLiving Nativity, 7pm 

December 24ñSunday Service Christmas Eve, 

                                             10am 

December 24ñ7pm Christmas Eve Service 

December 24ñ11pm Christmas Eve Service 

December 31ñBring your favorite gift, this is 

       for the kids big and small. 

December Worship Opportunities 

Page 4 &5 have details on all these dates! 
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Some Thoughts from Me ñRev. Dave 

the senseless deaths of their 
children, and spouses donõt 
grieve the emptiness in their 
hearts because their lover was 
taken from them? How about 
just one week? 

And what if Santa could work his magic 
in Hartford and Washington, and the people 
elected to lead our great state and our great 
nation would engage in a civil discussion 
and debate about what is best for the people 
who elected them? What if the name calling 
and the gamesmanship stopped, just for the 
season, and an intelligent debate took place 
that allowed people to actually consider the 
merits of different approaches?  What if 
those in power cared more about the people 
than they do about their party or their 
personal political aspirations? What if? 

And what if those who belonged to the 

Churchñany churchñreached out to be 
sure that there was no one who was alone, 
no one who was scared, no one who was 
abused, oppressed, or abandoned? What if 
we gave a voice to the voiceless and hope to 

the hopeless? What if everyone òout thereó 
could experience the love and joy you and I 
have discovered and enjoy òin here?ó What if 
there was no longer a need for prayer 
shawls? What if there was no longer a need 
for Soup Kitchens, food shelves, economic 

ministries, clothing outreaches, and the like? 
What if everyone knew the love and support 
you and I know here, at HUMC? 
Oh, and while weõre at it, why not throw 

in world peace, too?  
Yes, I know this list is crazy. It is a grown 

up version of that catalog I used to wish 

òWhen I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a 

child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put 

an end to childish ways.ó (1 Cor. 13:11) 

When I was a child I used to love this time of 
year, because this time of year meant Christmas, 
and Christmas meant new toys. Back then the 
Sears òWish Bookó would arrive and I, like many 
of my friends, would sit for hours pouring 

through it, circling the toys I wanted Santa or 
Mom and Dad to bring me on December 25. Like 
many kids, the list was longñgreedy to be exact. 
Page after page was dog-eared, toy after toy was 
circled, and when questioned by my parents I had 
a ready explanation as to why each toy was vital 
to my emotional happiness. I could explain why 
not getting that toy submarine, that shot life-like 
torpedoes, was a crushing blow, even though 
there were 23 other toys I received. 

I am an adult now (or at least that is what my 

driverõs license says), and my approach to 
Christmas has changed in some ways. In other 
ways it has stayed the same. I no longer pour 
through the Sears Wish Book (probably because 
it no longer exists), and I am no longer focused on 

toys. I have put those childish ways behind me. 
But do still think about what I would like 
someone, anyone, to bring me for Christmas. And 
yes, each and every item is vital to my emotional 
happiness, so I hope Santa is listening. 

So, what do I want for Christmas? How about 
something small and simple to begin? How about 

one weekñjust one weekñwhen there is no act 
of workplace shooting; no act of savage violence 
in the name of a misguided jihadist group; one 
week when the news outlets have to search for 
stories because the carnage and death that we 
have become too used to simply do not exist? 
How about one week when parents donõt grieve 
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over. But part of the fun of pouring over that book was dreaming. That is still an important part of my 
Christmas today. The stakes are just higher. It is crazy to be sure, but is it any crazier than the reality of 
Christmas; of telling and celebrating the story of the love of God taking human form, being born in a manger, 
growing to manhood, suffering, dying, and rising again to life to make eternity possible for you and me? Come 

on. Be honest. Thatõs crazier sounding than my list! And yet, it is real. It happened. And we will celebrate it 
again this December 25. As Jesus reminds us, òFor mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things 
are possible.ó (Mark 10:27)  

So who knows, maybe this year will be the year I get one of the things I asked for under the tree. Maybe, 
just maybe, 2017 will bring forth a Christmas we will never forget. Who knows, maybe this is not the year. 
After all, Iõm still waiting for that submarine. But even if this is not the year, it is still fun to dream. Of course, 

it is even more fun to work at making that dream a reality, but that is a subject for another day. 
Merry Christmas and God bless. 

Dave  

Thoughtsñcontinued 

The shut-in visitation box will be kept in the Fellowship Hall. 

Simply take a shut-inõs card, give them a call, and make a visit. Jot down a quick note on the card with the date of 

the visit and return the card the next time you are at the church. For folk in the hospital or nursing home, they 

will be listed in the bulletin each Sunday. Just stop by and say hello. 

Caring for the body of Christ is the responsibility of all of us, not just the pastor. His absence gives us a 

wonderful opportunity to reclaim this role. Letõs make the most of it. Our shut-ins, our hospital bound, and their 

families will be grateful. More importantly, you will be blessed for the effort. 

December 1 ìMovies at the Church  

December 2 &3 ìEnfield Community Chorus  

December 8 ìMovies at Church  

December 9 ìCookie Walk  

        &Christmas Tea  

December 15 ìMovies at Church  

December 17 ìChristmas Pageant  

December 23 ìLiving Nativity  

December 24 ìChristmas Eve  

December 25 ìMerry Christmas  

January 17 ìChurch Conference, 7pm  

February 4 ìSouper Bowl Sunday  
 

Visitation Opportunities 
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Living Nativity 
One of  the cherished traditions of  Christmas time is the staging of  a living nativity in the court-
yard in front of  our church. For one hour we portray the scene at the manger, complete with an-
gels, for the enjoyment of  those passing by. This year we are hoping to offer this gift on Saturday, 
Dec. 23, from 7 to 8 p.m. This yearõs Living Nativity will feature not just live actors, but live ani-
mals as well. Come by yourself. Come with a friend. Come with a neighbor. Come as a family. But 
come, and with us adore Him. There is a sign-up sheet outside of  Fellowship Hall for those wish-
ing to participate so that we have some idea of  how many people we will have. 

Friday Advent Opportunities 
Once again this year Hazardville United Methodist Church and the United Methodist Church of  
Enfield are joining together for Advent worship services each Friday at noon. We gather for a 
short service of  prayer, reflection, and the sacrament of  Holy Communion. The service will be 
held at UMCE on Dec. 1 & 15, and here at Hazardville on Dec. 8 & 22. As always, Rev. Wil-
liams and Rev. Morgans will lead us in our time of worship. This year we are focusing on òThe 
Sounds of Christmas,ó and will listening to the sounds of Hope, Joy, Salvation, and Love. Fol-
lowing the service there will be a light soup lunch served for any so interested. Everyone is invit-

Letõs Decorate the Christmas Tree  

This year we are doing something different with our tree. Instead of  decorating it with tags for 

our gift program with the Enfield schools, we are going to decorate it with donated ornaments. 

We are inviting you to bring an ornament to church on December 3. During the service we will 

hang them on the tree. If  it is an ornament you wish to have back please be sure to put a tag on 

it with your name. If  it is an ornament you would like to donate to the church so that we have it 

for future trees no name is necessary. Donõt worry, we are still going to have our outreach to fam-

ilies in need in our school district. Those tags will be on a separate tree. 

Christmas Pageant 

December 17 during the Church Service our Sunday School will be re-enacting their version of  

the Christmas Story.  As always we look forward to our children shining as bright as the     

Christmas Star! 
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Christmas Eve 
Christmas Eve is almost here, and once again there will be two opportunities for us to worship 
and celebrate. This year we will be taking òA Christmas Journeyó at both the 7 p.m. and 11 p.m. 
service. The 7 p.m. will feature music, dramatic readings, and the lighting of  candles that reminds 
us of  the infinite love of  God the Father. The 11 p.m. will add the celebration of  Holy Commun-
ion to our worship experience. In a world that is so busy, and a season that pulls our attention in 
so many directions, it is important to remember òreason for the season.ó Join us Christmas Eve as 
we embark on òA Christmas Journeyó which will take us to the manger in Bethlehem. 

A Very Special Kidsô Time 
 

Hey kids! How would you like everyone to know what a special 
Christmas you had? Well, hereõs your chance. On Sunday, Dec. 31, 
bring your favorite gift that you received to church with you.  

  Youõll have a chance to show and tell about it during the 
  Kidsõ Time with Rev. Dave. Weõll have a lot  

  of fun and youõll have a chance to share  

  your excitement.   

 One catch, thoughñit canõt be breathing. 

December 2ñPhyllis Phelan 

December 3ñJim LaMondia 

December 5ñBarbara Sackett 

December 15ñEdward J. Locke 
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The November UMW meeting began with a reading from the bible, and short 
prayer.  Then, Linda Borio demonstrated making "Honey Oat Bread" from 
scratch. This is a unique recipe in that one can refrigerate the dough in the pan 
after the first rising, and let the second rising occur in the refrigerator.  That way, 

you can make the bread one day; refrigerate it up to 12 hours (minimum 4-6 hours) and 
bake it the second day as you are getting dinner ready.  This is a yeast bread recipe, and the opportuni-
ty was given to anyone who wished to knead the bread at the demonstration. Linda had made Bob's 
Red Mill Gluten Free bread, Potato Raisin Bread, and Honey Oat Bread to enjoy after the demonstra-
tion.  Coffee and Tea was provided by Isobel Skukowski, and several women helped with the cleanup 
after the meeting. 
This was our last meeting for 2017.  Once the monies received have been counted we voted to give 
what we can to Lety Sim to take to our sister church in the Phillipines when she visits in 2018. 
No meetings are scheduled for December or January.  Watch future Steeple Tidings for information 
on the annual care packages to our college students and military personnel in February. 
Be sure to come and hear the Community Chorus December 2nd and 3rd and then come the follow-
ing Saturday, December 9th for the Cookie Walk/Christmas Tea.   
 
Holiday Blessings to all, 
Linda Borio, President, UMW  

United Methodist Women 

For most of us December means Christ-
mas, and Christmas means presents. We 
love to give presents to those we love. 
God, our heavenly Father also loves to 
give presents to His children, and pours 

those gifts upon us on a daily basis. This month we invite 
you to set aside some time each day to thank God for 
one gift you have been given. Make a list as you go, wrap 
that list on Christmas Eve, and open it Christmas morning. 
And remember, that list is a reminder of the love that God 
has for you.  
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Prayer Chain: 

Rev. Daveñ860-749-9595  Isobel Skukowskiñ860-7497451   

Church Officeñ860-749-7098   Sue Braunñ860-749-2234  

Linda Borio Nancy Dyer Jane Clark Doris Mack-Perez Holly Fisher Mary Baum

 Elsie Locke  Sandy Butcher Vernell Sanford Jessica Duga  

Our Entire Church Family 

Illness 

Diane Chantre, Len Chevalier, 

Mark Chevalier, Harley Collins, 

Nat Green, Elsie Locke 

Jim Russell, Mary Lou Sarno,  

Peg Steinert, Ron Uricchio,  

Colleen Williams,  

Janette Young 

Family Illness 

Rich and Marie Prior 

Ted and Linda Riley 

Safe Travels 

Tyler Craven 

Tyler Gorman 

Elaine Folkers 

The Rileys 

Extended Community 

Prayers for Peace and Love 

Death in the Family 

The Fracasso Family 

Shut-Ins 

Elsie Andrews 

Louise Barnes 

Diane Hoctor 

Molly Johnson  

Pat Owens 

Ann Stanzione   

Please keep the following in your prayers 

        If you have a name to add or notice a name that is missing 

 please contact Isobel Skukowski or the church office. 

New Baby 

Robin & Mike Barrett, first 

Grandchild 
Surgery 

Donna Ainsworth 
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