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Mission Statement 
As followers of Jesus 

Christ, our mission is 

to make Christian  

Disciples:  

 by using our spiritual 

 gifts; by practicing 

 the means of grace; 

 and by living our 

 faith. 

              
 

March 1, Lenten Services (page 1) 
 

March 9 & 16, Lay Servant (page  3) 
 

March 10, Healing Service (page 4) 
 

March 12, UMW (page 6) 
 

March 16, Community Dinner (page 4) 
 

March 24-31, Holy Week (page 3) 
 

March 31,  Easter Egg Hunt (page 11) 
                       
 

 

 

Worship at HUMC 

Sundays at 10 AM  
 

All Children are welcome at our 

Sunday School classes 

 

Friday Lenten Services 
 

Once again Hazardville United Methodist Church and the United Methodist 

Church of Enfield will be joining together to offer a series of Lenten noon-

time services. Each Friday during Lent we will gather at noon at one of our 

churches for a half hour service of reflection and celebration, in which we 

pray, mediate, and partake of the sacrament of Holy Communion.  Our 

theme this year will be some of the different facets/types/dynamics of    

prayer. We hope that you will plan to attend one or all of these very special 

services.   The remaining schedule for the services is 

   March 1 ï UMCE 

   March 8 ï HUMC 

   March 15 ï UMCE 

   March 22 ï HUMC 
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T his past Sunday I had  

the opportunity to attend  

a marvelous presentation. It is 

called ñA Journey to the  

Potterôs House,ò and it was 

offered by the District Healing 

Team as part of our Lenten 

Observance. This was the  

second time I have seen this particular presentation, and  

I must admit to coming away as deeply moved as I was 

the first time. To say that this presentationðoffered by  

an ordained minister named Michael Ferrisðhas life 

changing potential would be a terrible understatement. It 

is a powerful, thought-provoking, soul-searching, spirit-

inspiring ninety minutes. 

The Potterôs House presentation is based upon the  

story in the eighteenth chapter of the Book of Jeremiah, 

where Jeremiah is instructed by the Lord to go down to 

the Potterôs house where God reveals a message. Weôve 

often heard that story but few of us really have an under-

standing of what is involved with doing the work of a  

potter, and so we often miss all of the implications. Rev. 

Ferris takes us through the journey step-by-step, helping 

us see how sin corrupts and distorts the full life that God 

intended for us, how the pains and scars of our past are 

part of what makes us unique, and how God is at work  

in our lives to reshape and remold us into a creation of 

unsurpassed beauty. During the presentation we found 

ourselves laughing and crying; mourning the pains of  

our past even as we found the courage to dream of new 

possibilities.  

As I sat there watching and listening, laughing and cry-

ing, hoping and dreaming, I was reminded that the first 

time I witnessed this presentation I really hadnôt wanted 

to be there. I went very unwillingly, and only later, after it 

was all over, did I look back and realize how glad I was 

that I had come. It also occurred to me that what I was 

experiencing in that presentation is also the promise and 

the power of this season we call Lent.  

We donôt like Lent, it is uncomfortable.  Lent involves 

giving stuff up (chocolate, coffee, TV, late night snacks;             
  

the list is endless.)  It involves an increased 

focus on confession (which reminds us of 

things we would rather forget and pray  

that God forgets). It is a somber time, an  

introspective time, a soul-searching time.  

But it is also a joy-filled time; a time for  

rediscovering lost passions; a time for  

discovering new directions; a time for  

becoming a new creation. We often overlook 

that side of things when we think about Lent, 

but that is the real purpose of the seasonðto 

produce joy, not suffering.  

You see, God doesnôt need us to give stuff 

up. That does nothing for God, but it does 

something for us. It reorients our thinking;  

it reminds us of our need for God and more 

importantly Godôs desire to be a part of our 

lives. It reminds us that it is God who provides, 

and that Godôs wish for us is to have life, and 

have it to the full. It is the same with confes-

sion. We donôt undertake prayers of confession 

for Godôs sake. Weôre not telling God some-

thing that God doesnôt already know. We con-

fess our sins so that we might come to grips 

with our failings and be moved to take positive 

steps; to turn and go in a new direction 

(Thereôs a fancy name for that; we call it  

repentance). When we reorient our thinking 

through fasting and self-denial, when we  

reorient our behavior through confession and 

reflection, we open ourselves up to enable God 

to do great and wonderful things in our lives. 

God molds us and shapes us and breathes life 

into us and we literally become a new creation. 

It is indeed a wonderful process. 

There will be another opportunity for you  

to experience the Potterôs House journey  

this Lenten season, and I hope you will take 

advantage of it. There will also be countless 

opportunities for you to embrace the power of  

See thoughts, Page 3. 

 Some Thoughts from Me ñRev. Dave 



3 

   
             MARCH 2013 

 

Lent this season, and I hope you take advantage of those. And I pray that somewhere along the way you will 

find God at work in your life in new and exciting ways; ways that open your heart and prepare you for the  

celebration of Easter morning.  

     May God richly bless you on your journey. 

                     Dave   

Thoughts ñRev. Dave 

 

Holy Week, the week between Palm Sunday and Easter is a time ripe with     

opportunities to deepen our faith, and renew our commitment. This year,  

there are many ways for us to accomplish that, and you are invited to be a part 

of as many as possible. The Holy Week schedule is as follows: 
 

Palm/Passion Sunday (March 24) ï We will gather in the Sanctuary to    
worship at 10 a.m. for a service that reminds us of both the celebration of 

Christôs   entrance into Jerusalem. We will hear again the cries of ñHosanna!ò 

as well   as the cries of ñCrucify Him!ò   
 

Maundy Thursday (March 28) ï We will gather in the Sanctuary to  

worship at 7 PM. for a service of communion and remembrance, as we remember the 

Last Supper that Christ ate on the night he was betrayed. This yearôs service will be centered 

around a congregation responsive reading entitled, ñThe Lordôs Table.ò  As always, we will 

also ñstripò the sanctuary of all adornmentða reminder of Christôs being abandoned. 
 

Good Friday (March 29) ï The Enfield Council of Christian Churches invites you to attend a noontime   

Lenten service at the Calvary Presbyterian Church, on Enfield Street. This one hour service of prayer and  

reflection will give each person an opportunity to ponder the depth of Godôs love that is reflected in the   

Cross of Christ. As part of the service we will celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion presided over     

by clergy of various denominations within Enfield. 
 

Easter Sunday (March 31) ï Come and celebrate the Resurrection of Christ, and the promise of Life    
Everlasting, as we gather at 10 a.m. for a service filled with music and celebration.  

Lay Servant Leadership.  The Basic and Advanced Lay Servant Leadership classes scheduled for  

February were cancelled due to the inclement weather, so if you were thinking about taking one of these  

classes and thought you missed your opportunity, youôre in luck. These classes have been rescheduled for 

March 9 and 16 from 9-3. As before, the classes will be held at the United Methodist Church of Enfield with 

Rev. Dave teaching the basic course and Rev. Morgans teaching the Advanced Lay Servant Leader course,  

entitled ñLay Servants Lead Prayer.ò We are once again combining to offer both Basic and Advanced Lay  

Servant Leader classes. The Basic Course helps individuals discern and respond to God's particular call on  

their lives. It encourages each person to recognize and employ his or her spiritual gifts for the Church to  

become what God intended it to be. The Advanced course, which is only available to those who have already 

completed the Basic Course, is designed to teach Lay Servant Leaders how to pray with and for others, and  

focuses on the ministry of the lay person who either occasionally or regularly leads congregations,  

organizations, classes, or groups in prayer.  
 

 Registration for either class is $10, and you can register by contacting the church office (860-749-7098). 

We need to have all registrations in by March 3, so that we can be sure to have enough materials on hand. 
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Communion Offeringñ Holly Fisher 
 

The communion offering for March is going to the Salem Economic Mission  

in Maine.  The monies collected will be used for much needed repairs to  

the facilities.  Of special interest is the communion warming center, a  

contenuously used location for the local residents as winter continues its hold 

on northern New England. 
 

 

        District Healing Service 
 

If you missed the first District 

Lenten Healing Service you still  

have an opportunity to  

experience ñA Journey to the  

Potterôs House.ò  

     This service is a powerful  

message offered by the Rev.  

Michael Ferris. It is an  

illustrated parable that brings the gospel to life.  

It is truly a life-changing presentation.  
 

The next (and last) service being offered this year 

will be held as follows: 

March 10, at 4 PM 

First United Methodist Church  

of Willimantic 

29 Puddin Lane 

Mansfield Center, CT 

 
      

 

 

     Our first free community supper is scheduled for March 16, 2013,  

     at 5:00 PM in Fellowship Hall.  The committee has worked hard to 

      design a menu and recruit volunteers, and we feel strongly 

              that this will be a very positive outreach opportunity.  If you 

         havenôt been asked to cook, serve or set up, please step up and 

      lend a hand.  The old saying that many hands make light the work 

         was never truer. 
 

              The menu will be chicken, macaroni and cheese and salad, followed by  

          dessert and a beverage.  If you have volunteered for mac and cheese, the pasta    

is available in the kitchen with a recipe attached.  This is so we have consistency.  The chicken needs to be 

legs and thighs, also with the recipe weôll provide.   
 

Remember this is all-church volunteer opportunity, and we need to show the people in the Enfield/Hazardville 

community that we are a caring congregation.  Our objective is to bring the people to our door and ask how 

we can serve, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Many thanks to the Soup-Makers, the Helpers and 

all those who contributed money and/or cans for 

the Souper Bowl of Caring.   

 We served lunch to about 50 people.  We 

collected 80 cans for the Food Shelf and $404 

which will be divided between the Enfield Food 

Shelf and Loaves and Fishes. 

 Again, thanks for your generosity!! 
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Think 

Spring 

 

was on ñSelf-Regulationò which is a huge 

topic for educators. The presenter was  

Elizabeth Aschenbrenner, Director of Early 

Education Initiatives at EASTCONN who 

discussed: 

¶What is Self-Regulation? 

¶Why Self-Regulation Develops? 

¶What it means to be a Self-  

  Regulated learner? 

¶How can educators support the   

 development of Self-Regulation? 

    The workshop was held as part of an  

ongoing effort to build effective partnerships 

between early educators and the Enfield  

Public Schools.  To reach our goal of all  

children entering school ready to learn and 

then thrive as life-long learners we need to 

work together. By coming together it is  

hoped that early educators and Enfield  

Public School staff will gain an increased  

understanding, develop a common language, 

and share ideas on this important topic. 

     As always we thank you, the membership 

of HUMC and our HWG parents for your 

prayers and your support.  We truly appreci-

ate all that you do for us. 
 

                                 Until next timeéé 

Here Wee Grow!ñ Phyllis Phelan 

 

 

 

 

Nursing Home Outreach Opportunities 
 

Our next opportunity to be in mission to local Nursing Homes takes place on 

Tuesday, March 26, at 11:00 AM, at Evergreen Nursing and Rehabilita-

tion Facility. The worship service will last approximately one half hour 

and include old favorite hymns, prayers, scripture, a very brief message, 

and the sacrament of Holy Communion. We are always in need of folks 

to assist in the singing (no solos, donôt worry) and to just generally 

greet the residents who come to the service. Itôs fun. Itôs easy. And it 

really does make a difference.  
 

                       Hope to see you there. 

T he month of March brings thoughts of spring. Looking out at our outside play area, one would 

say that winter is still abundantly present and has no 

thought of green grass, beautiful flowers and sunny 

days. We can only pray that spring will appear very 

soon! 

 February was busy with snow days and valentine 

parties, holidays, assessments and tours of the school.  

We have begun enrollment for the 2013-2104 school 

year. We look forward to another HWG year of 

providing a quality educational resource for young 

families in our community and the surrounding  

communities. 

 We enjoyed a visit from Miss Jerri, a dental  

hygienist in Dr. Russoôs dental office right up the 

street.  She talked with our classes about proper care 

of our teeth.  She also left us with a goodie bag!  We 

were very polite during her visit and very appreciate 

of the items given to each of us. 

 Most staff attended a workshop provided by 

KITEôs (Key Initiatives to Early Education) 3 X 3  

committee (of which I am a member) The workshop  

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoS1QdB1PQSEAM1CjzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=11vjlsjth/EXP=1327359184/**http%3a/www.marysvillefwbchurch.org/%3fp=821
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March 12, 2013ð7 PM, Yates 

PROGRAM:  ñHow to Get the Most Out of My  

Doctorôs Appointments, etc.ò 

Melissa Donor, RN, will lead us into an open topic forum where she can give us 

basic information about diagnosis, medications or treatments.  Also under discussion 

will  be ñwhat does óHeroic Measuresô mean in health decisions?ò   Additionally 

ñquestions I may have about my healthò can be discussed.  Be sure to come with your 

questions; Melissa will be available to answer any confidential questions and speak to 

those women privately and separately. 
 

Chair:  Linda Borio 

Hostesses:  Doris Mach and Lety Sim 
 

"The UMW put together 10 Valentine care packages and mailed 24 Valentine cards on February 7, since  

Blizzard Charlotte moved in on February 8. Many thanks to all who contributed goodies for the care packages, 

and especially those who gave us money for postage. We were able to mail everything on the 7th, and then  

go home and batten the hatches for the upcoming blizzard. The 2013 program booklets are available in the  

narthex of the church, and there will be books at the March meeting."  

United Methodist Womenñ Linda Borio 

 

Last month we looked at that portion of our church budget that provides for our pastor 

and our staff. This month we are going to look at another large and vital portion of 

our budget, our Mission Shares.  
 

Just what are Mission Shares? Mission Shares are part of our covenant with 

other United Methodist churches throughout New England. They enable us 

to be in ministry in areas of the world and in ways that we would other-

wise be unable to undertake. Some of the funds stay right here in New 

England, some support our basic conference structure, and some 

find their way overseas.  
 

     Our Mission Shares are comprised of three separate funds, each 

with its own, distinct focus. The World Missions Fund provides the 

basic financial resources for the core ministries of our denomina-

tion.  It serves as an extension of local churches in mission on a conference, national and world level. Included 

in this fund is support for the Black College Fund, Africa University Fund, the Episcopal Fund, and the Minis-

terial Education Fund. 
 

The New England Missions Fund supports the ministries of people in local congregations and related minis-

tries all over New England.  Some of these ministries include supporting new churches and church expansion 

throughout the New England Conference; supporting the ministries of our covenants with the Nicaragua Plan-

ning Committee and West Angola Planning Committee; providing grants to local churches, clusters, districts 

for new and ongoing ministries, and the local church resource library; and supporting our Conferenceôs camp-

ing, retreat, and youth ministries.  
 

See BudgetðPage 7. 
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BudgetðContinued from page 6. 
 

Finally, as a connectional denomination, we work together to uphold and support one another. The  

Ministerial Support Fund provides pensions and health insurance for retired clergy, helps underwrite expenses 

for our Bishop and District Superintendents, funds the work of the Board of Ordained Ministry, and provides 

equitable compensation support for financially struggling churches.  

Together these three funds make up our Mission Shares, which account for $29,026 of our church budget. 

The amount is determined by an apportionment formula put in place by the Annual Conference in order to 

spread the ñburdenò fairly to all of the churches throughout the New England Annual Conference. It is a large 

undertaking to be sure, but by being part of a connectional system we share in the blessing of being part of 

something much bigger than ourselves.  

Next month, weôll look at what it costs to maintain this marvelous building that God has given us to enjoy. 

 

SAVE THE DATE!! 

JULY 8-12 or JULY 22ï26 
 

HUMC presents itôs  

2013 MUSIC & ARTS VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 

This yearôs theme is SonWest Roundup  A look at the stories of Moses in the Old Testament! 
 

Look for more information to come. 
 

Youôre invited to choose the one week that is best for you!! 
 

For early registration or questions,  

please call Becky  

Michaud at 860-463-6173  

or email at buffy11884@aol.com. 

 
CALLING ALL HANDS!! 

 

Itôs that time of year again to start rounding up help with our Music and Arts VBS.   

We are looking for people to volunteer to teach, lead and assist children  

in understanding the Bible through stories, crafts, music  and games.   

Think you donôt have talent?  Trust the Lord, you do!   

He will lead you as will the children who love us  

for being there to lead them and spend time with them. 

If interested, or for more information, call, email, text, hunt down or see Becky Michaud. 
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Hello from the scouts, leaders and families of Troop 108. 
 

Troop 108 has been very active over the last month.  
 

     The Troopôs 75th anniversary was celebrated in conjunction with our annual 

Scout Sunday Observance.  The scouts, their families, friends and guests all  

enjoyed a fabulous meal prepared by several troop parents. The 75th Charter was 

presented by the Connecticut Rivers Council to Mr. Christopher Sackett (T108ôs 

Chartered Organizational Representative) and Pastor David Williams.  This 

charter represents the 75 years of outstanding support the HUMC has given to 

Troop 108 and Scouting.  The troop also unveiled the cabinet that is displaying 

Mr. William ñBillò Munsellôs scouting memorabilia and uniform from 1938 to 

2011.  At the request of Enfieldôs Mayor Scott Kaupin, the display case will be 

moved to the Enfield Town Hall and will be displayed in the lobby for a few months.  Ultimately, the case 

will come home to the Munsell Scout Lodge where it will reside permanently as an on-going tribute to Billôs 

73 years of service to Scouting and Troop 108.  If you would like more information about Troop 108ôs 75th 

Anniversary activities this year please email Rick Gorman at rgorman16@hotmail.com.   

     Februaryôs Campout was postponed due to last weekendôs blizzard.  We now will be camping out at  

Munsell Scout Lodge and working on several Merit Badge classes.  Marchôs Campout will be held at Camp 

Mattatuck in Plymouth, CT.  Outdoor scout skills and winter activities are on the agenda. 
 

     We would like to thank everyone who participated in Troop 108ôs Scrapbooking event. Several folks en-

joyed a day of Scrapbooking activities and a wonderful lunch prepared by the parents and scouts of Troop 

108. Just a reminder to mark your calendars with an upcoming fundraiser on March 2, 2013 ï Troop 108ôs 

Pasta Supper. A full Italian Pasta meal with meatballs, salad, bread & butter, drinks, and desserts will be 

served. Tickets will be on sale after mass on Sunday February 17 and 24th.  Or you can see any scout or  

Mr. James Russell to purchase tickets. For more information about this event please contact Rich Stroiney  

at cttroop108chairman@gmail.com 

     February and March are traditional Webelos Crossover events and so far we have welcomed 2 new scouts 

from Pack 108 that have joined our troop. We continue to expect a great response with new scouts joining 

Troop 108. Troop 108 does accept new scouts at any time of the year.  If you know of a young man who is at 

least 11 years old or in the 5th grade and would like to join Boy Scouts please let us know. Any potential new 

scout is welcomed to visit the troop on Wednesday evenings. For more information please have them contact 

Larry Juhasz, Scoutmaster, at cttroop108scoutmaster@gmail.com for more information.   

     We also would like to extend congratulations to Tyler Gorman as our troopôs newest Eagle Scout (#70). 

Tyler has completed all the requirements for the Eagle Rank of which only 4% of the scouts nationwide ever 

achieve Scoutingôs highest rank. Tyler was presented with his Eagle Neckerchief and slide at the 75th Anni-

versary Celebration. Tyler now joins his Grandfather (Rick Gorman) and Uncles (Scott & Shawn Gorman) in 

becoming an Eagle Scout from Troop 108. 
 

     Enjoy the snow, stay safe and warm, and until next monthôs Steeple Tidings Troop 108 signing off. 
 

Troop 108 thanks the HUMC for its continued support of our troop! 

 

Troop 108ñ Scott Vujs 

mailto:cttroop108chairman@gmail.com
mailto:cttroop108scoutmaster@gmail.com
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